Understanding Authority and Power in this Universe

Introduction
Many Christians behave like they have infinite authority and infinite power in this universe. They believe they can pray and it will be done, even move mountains and it will be cast into the sea why because Jesus said it, however little appears to happens, they see no real answers, their prayers appear to be ignored, they are more hope than faith, desire rather than knowing what God wants, especially when it comes to healing so why does this happen. There are many reasons from not knowing what the will of Father God is to some Christians have not understood basic theology, how the universe works, the laws in the universe both physical soul and spiritual, biblical rules in the Old and New Testament, what authority and power are. Jesus did after all He created the universe with Father God and Holy Spirit, He designed how it would work, God made up the laws both physical, emotional and spiritual, there are rules, forces that keep it all working, so does God break His rules? Are the laws we find in the bible down away with? Does God break in. He understood what actually happened to His creation in Genesis 1&2 and again with Noah and the flood in Genesis Chapter 6. God knows why He allows sin, wickedness and evil to abound. Does God over rule individuals decisions their will? Are we managed like robots with programming? Many appear to treat God as though He does not know their needs and therefore have to tell and plead with God. We need to understand what things are important and what is not, does God always want to prosper me, give me things I need, is it Gods will the heal everyone? What is Gods will  both that already revealed in the Bible often called the Logos word and what does God what in a particular situation called the Rhema word. Jesus says that He only did what the father wants Him to do, do we? He did not heal everyone in and around Jerusalem. He certainly dealt with evil spirits He came across in a direct way. When someone is sick and ill many Christians start praying for healing as if there is only one answer to their sickness or one reason they are sick when you can find 6 in the new testament, people behave that God wants to heal everyone. Jesus delt with many diseases in different ways  sone needed deliverance from evil spirits, some required action by the individual, some just required a healing. When we hear of some miraculous healing event, people tend to elevate it, boast about it as though it was a special event, in my experience when God does something miraculously people shout about it and let every one know. People often have not understood what the real issues are or what is really going on in the person’s life or the will of God for that person. There are many supernatural healings but sadly many who preach healing have never seen a real reconstructive miracle they appear to lack power & authority but continue to teach and pray in hope of something. Jesus only prayed when it was going to happen, in one place he said he could do very little miracles did he pray or not pray in these circumstances? We know the answer to that.
Today many people have developed a theology of now and not yet to explain why their prayers do not work, or they say it is a mystery whilst there is an element of truth in that this world is not heaven, and the rules of this universe are different than in heaven and we do not know everything however when Jesus prayed, commanded, ministered to people it always worked. He had faith and believed because He always knew what the father wanted for that person and it was done. He understood the rules of the universe, authority structures, powers He had put in place, why there were diseases and problems in this word. In order to understand how authority and power work there are some basic theological understandings about God, the devil, the universe we need to understand from the Bible if we are to pray and see answers to our prayers, minister with integrity and faith, teach people how to know Gods will for individuals and the truths. Learn to see situations from Gods point of view. The following chapters build some basic theology before we look in detail about what happened in the life of Jesus, why his ministry was so different than ours after all we are told that we will see greater miracles than Jesus did when many of us would be happy to see back ache go away. We will also look at the role of faith both natural faith often called the placebo effect which many experience, and faith that Jesus talks about supernatural faith. We will also look at prayers both private and corporate. Some church leaders often do not understand the authority structures in the universe. Jesus never asked the early church to rise up against the authority structures the Roman Empire at the time of the early church, or even to rebel against the structures set up by man. The only times were when Christians were asked to worship other gods and idles. We need to ask are we worshiping idles made by men rather than Gods truth and word. Most of the church is looking for a move of God or revival. Many men of God who saw revival everywhere they went would only go, preach, minister where they were convinced in private prayer and assured by God that he would move. If there was no assurance they would not go.   

                                          in The following chapters 
· The nature and position of God what He can and cannot do in this universe
· [bookmark: _Hlk166838913]The origin, nature, and position, power and authority of the devil what he can and cannot do
· Spiritual authority, legal laws, biblical laws in the old and new testament, those fulfilled  by Jesus death on the cross, 
· Understanding authority and power and doing what the father wants us to do. 
· Theology of a person, the different ways our whole person is described in the Bible, the way god has wired us for relationships.
· Understanding what Justification and Sanctification by faith fully means.
· What is natural gifting and supernatural gifting, role of discipline, training and the importance of self-control in leaders.
· Role of personality disorders, genetics and upbringing in Gods Kingdom. 
· Looking at the nature, effect of illness, role of psychosomatic on your body, role of faith and belief in the human.
· Praying for the sick and needy learning from Jesus 6 reasons why people are sick or die in the bible. 
· Is there a difference between psychiatric illness and demonic oppression/possession as describe in the Bible 
· Discerning and knowing the will of the father, why so many prophets, prayers appear to get it wrong in hearing God.
· Being Mentored in Faith, Trust, and the will of Father God
Chapter 1  Omnipotence, Omniscience and Omnipresence of God
The three “omni” attributes of God characterize him as all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere present. Each of these involves the other two, and each provides a perspective on the all-embracing lordship of the true God.
SUMMARY
Omnipotence means that God is in total control of himself and his creation. Omniscience means that he is the ultimate criterion of truth and falsity, His ideas sayings, statements are always true. The whole universe is held together by His laws, and materials He has made, however been corrupted by sin. Omnipresence means that since God’s power and knowledge extend to all parts of his creation, he himself is present everywhere all the time in every second of time, day, year. He is simultaneously in creation and at the end of this universe, He is outside of our time. Together these three define God’s lordship, and they yield a rich understanding of creation, providence, and salvation.
Introduction
The prefix omni means “all,” so the three divine attributes in our title can be paraphrased by saying that God is “all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere present.” Let us look at these individually.
Omnipotence
Scripture affirms God’s omnipotence by saying that God does whatever he is pleased to do (Psa 115:3; cf. Isa 55:11 and Jer 32:17). Nothing is too hard for him (Gen 18:14). His word is never void of power, so when he speaks, everything in creation obeys him (Isa 55:11). Where creatures including humans can choose to disobey him where He has given them authority and choice which in one sense is the essence of sin. But God has control even over sinful actions (Psa 105:24-25, Gen 45:5-8, Exod 4:21, Psa 105:24-25, Rom 9:18, Acts 2:23, 4:28). He allows sinful, disobedient actions and turns them for his good purposes which we will see later on. So his word always prevails, and we can trust that His prophecies always come to pass (Deut 18:21-22).
Often, we infer from these passages that God “can do anything.” But that doesn’t quite reflect the full biblical teaching. There are things that God cannot do. He cannot lie (Titus 1:2, cf. Num 23:19), nor, similarly, can he perform any immoral action. Since God is perfectly holy and good, he cannot do anything evil. And, since he is perfect truth, he cannot do things that are logically contradictory to His creation and order. He has set His laws and rules in motion which He obeys, He by nature cannot break His own laws. Where sin/pain/destruction has entered the world like diseases, suffering, pain etc. He could correct this. He could destroy the laws, remove evil but that would be the end as we know it or He could fulfil the laws which is what Jesus did on the cross. He appears in scripture to speed up or slow time down which we will explore when looking at miraculous healing and events. His truth is a perfect consistency of thought and action. God cannot do things inappropriate to his nature as God. God can stop all sin by totally removing everything evil in this world. Noah was one example where God destroyed everything other than those in the Arc to cleanse the world of sin at the time. God does not choise bits of the laws to obey others to disobey, we see in Jesus teaching He allows the wheat and tares to grow together until the harvest time, Matt 13v29-30, he allows evil to exist for the benefit of the wheat i.e. the bride of Christ for harvest. Evil coexists and develops with goodness. In fact, we have lived through an amazing time in History in the last 100 years with more people finding Christ in the last 100years than any time in history. We will unpack this later.
So how should we define God’s omnipotence more precisely? I think the most helpful definition of God’s omnipotence is this: that he has complete and total knowledge over everything. This includes the smallest details of the natural world, like the falling of a sparrow or the number of hairs that grow on your head (Matt 6:26-30, 10:29-30). Nothing catches God by surprise, even the random events which happen because of the laws of the universe, we often ascribe to chance but God at work (Prov 16:33) and God will use everything for good (Romans 8 v 28). That includes not only the small things, but also the big things (which, after all, are accumulations of small things). God works everything for a proper end Psalm 16v4.  He allows and knows what nations will dwell in which territory (Acts 17:26). He knows what king is to rule, and when, and where (Isa 44:28). He knows whether the purposes of a ruler will stand or fall (Psa 33:10-11). Every law, system, whether material or spiritual has a cause and effect which is the law of sowing and reaping. He allowed the Pharisees to run the Jewish people, Pilot to take the life of his dear Son, so that we sinners might live (Acts 2:23-24). God uses evil for His purposes as his Kingdom is not of this world. The bible clearly says that God allows things to exist for the sake of the elect (those He knew would become Christians) Matt24v22, Mark 13v20, 2Tim 2v10. 
God does not move us around as pawns on a chess board, or allow this in one place but not another. God has set the laws and rules of this universe both good and bad ones as a result of the fall which we are affected by. Whether on this planet we live or die does not matter to God only that the our names are in heaven (luke10v20), at the end all evil will be delt with along with Satan and demonic angels. God has built the world on rules which run everything seen and unseen even though many of the rules have been corrupted when evil entered the world. God abides by the rules He has made both spiritual and physical. Because of authority structures He also abides by the laws made by people in authority. This includes leaders of state, governments, as well as Church leaders who have been given or taken authority by their governing structures. They are the gatekeepers to the society they oversee, a church leader who allows sin to enter the church and not use their authority correctly will reap the results.   Understanding these rules are fundamental in understanding Gods work. Jesus never encouraged an uprising against the Roman rule, broke rules although he was accused of working on the sabbath because the pharisees had currented the sabbath and di not understand it correctly. Jesus could call on legions of angels to sort out violence, corruption, wrong leaders if He wanted . We see many rules like Jesus taught in the parable of the Ten Minas (Luke 19v15-21) The owner was cross with the servant who did not put the money to good use, he was expecting a return on his investment. Understanding the rules of the universe both known and unknown, seen and unseen, spiritual and physical is important especially to those who have taken spiritual authority. 
God rules and overrules using His laws not only the important events of human history but also in the lives of individual people. We live in a fallen world where things are defective, sin abounds, evil abounds, people become ill get injured, suffer pain and loss and Satan as we are taught is the Prince of this world by permission of God, however God also knits us together in our mothers’ wombs using laws he has made (Psa 139:13-16). God has a plan for our lives before it has happened. Jeremiah 29v11,  (Jas 4:13-17). But he also exerts his power to save sinners, to bring forgiveness and new life (Eph 2:8-10). Our salvation is entirely the work of God’s power, not at all our own work. We believe in Christ because he has appointed us to eternal life (Acts 13:48) and because he has opened our hearts to believe (Acts 16:14-15; cf. John 6:44, 65, Phil 1:29). People have always struggled to know whether God chooses, or we choose. As God is outside of time looking back God chooses because He knows, looking forward in time we choose following hearing the word of God. Romans8v29
So his power is universal: it controls everything in the universe (Lam 3:37-38, Rom 8:28, Eph 1:11, Rom 11:33-36). Gods power holds the universe together Hebrews 1v3. One day he will bring it to and end as we know it.
To understand the laws of the universe which God has put in place and how things work (knowledge of Good and Evil), and how Satan is also bound by these rules which are part of the Old Testament truths , and to understand the New Testament Laws Christians are bound by you need to read the capture on law and grace. 
Omniscience
Now let us look at God’s omniscience. God’s power is not a blind power. Everything God does has an intelligent purpose, a definite goal. And since, as we’ve seen, God’s power is universal, so also is his knowledge. In knowing his own intentions, God knows everything in himself, in his creation, and throughout history. Scripture often refers to the universality of God’s knowledge (Psa 147:5, John 21:17, Heb 4:12-13, 1Jn 3:20). It often mentions that God knows detailed happenings on earth, even in the future as He is outside time. (1Sam 10:2, 1Kgs 13:1-4, 2Kgs 8:12, Psa 139:4, Acts 2:23, 4:27-28).
Some theologians1 have referred to passages like Gen 18:20-21 as teaching God’s ignorance. But Scripture assumes God’s omniscience pervasively, and it is far more likely that such passages should be interpreted consistently with that assumption. In Gen 18:20-21, for example, God does not admit ignorance, but declares that he is gathering facts for an indictment, preparing the wicked cities of Sodom and Gomorrah for judgment. We do know from scripture that after Noah and the flood God said He would not destroy everything again until the end of days, He put a rainbow in the sky to remind us of this promise. We have to live with evil in this world and we are encouraged to overcome evil with good (Romans12v21). 
Indeed, God’s omniscience is based on his authority, for he is the supreme judge of all things, and he is the ultimate standard of what is true and false. Not only does God know what is true, but he is the very nature of truth. Truth is what he is (as John 14:6). So it is inconceivable that he could be wrong about anything.
God’s knowledge is a precious blessing to God’s people. Psa 139 emphasizes how deeply God knows us, wherever we are. “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it” (v. 6). God’s knowledge of us pursues us wherever we may go: to heaven, to the grave, to great distances, to dark places (vv. 7-12). He knew us when he was forming us in our mother’s womb (vv. 13-16), and he knew, even back then, every day of our lifetime on earth (v. 16). Wicked people should well be terrorized by this doctrine; but to the Psalmist God’s knowledge of us is wonderful and good (vv. 17-18), and the psalmists prays that God will draw on this knowledge to lead us to repentance and forgiveness of sin (vv. 23-24). Whether we find ourselves living in peace and quiet, or in pressure and prison because of our situation, in riches or complete poverty, in plenty or struggling God has promised to be with us giving us His peace and joy. We will explore why sometimes people appear to be miraculously delivered out of prison whilst others find peace and Gods presence in prison. The bible teaches us to whatever state we find ourself to be content. ( Philippians 4v12, Hebrews 13 v 5,)
Omnipresence
Now, God’s omnipresence—his presence in every place and time. To say that God is “present” is to say that he is here with us, really here, not absent. Sometimes we connect a person’s presence with his body, as when a teacher takes attendance and says that John is “present” because his body is in his seat. But God does not have a physical body as we know it ; God is immaterial and is a Spirit Holy Spirit. So how can we tell when God is present or absent? Any Christian is able to relate with God anytime, in any place so He is every where at once. Nothing is hidden from Him he knows our thoughts 1Corinthians3v20, Matthew9v4-9, Luke 9v47, Hebrews 4v12, He knows what we will do.
Scripture’s answer is that God is present everywhere, because, as we have seen, his power and knowledge are everywhere. If every event, everywhere, takes place by God’s power because every atom is held together by Gods power, and if God has exhaustive knowledge of everything his power has brought to pass, then certainly he is not absent, but present in each event, though his presence is not quite the same as the presence of physical beings it is relational and spiritual. So God’s omnipotence and omniscience imply his omnipresence.
His omnipresence is a presence both in place and in time. Psalm 139 indicates that God is present in every place. He is the creator of the heavens and the earth, and so he is in every location. He is also the creator of time, the one without beginning or end. So he has been present in the world since its creation, and there will never be a time from which he is absent. In Scripture, he freely enters history and interacts with creatures. Supremely, he entered human history in Jesus Christ in the fulness of Gods time, where he died and rose again to fulfil the law of sin and death to save us from our sins.
So God’s omnipresence is not just a theoretical conclusion. It is a precious truth of redemption. Although we have sinned and deserve God’s judgment, God comes to his faithful people and declares to them “I will be with you.” This means that God is here, wherever we are, but also that God is on our side. He is with us, not to destroy us, but to forgive and to save us from sin. So this “with you,” this redeeming divine presence, is found often in Scripture as his gracious promise. To Isaac, God said, “I will be with you and will bless you” (Gen 26:3) and that language often forms the basis of God’s redemptive covenant. The heart of the covenant, God’s redemptive promise, is that “I will be your God, and you will be my people,” a precious togetherness of God with his people (Exod 6:7, 2Cor 6:16; cf. Gen 17:7, Exod 6:7, 29:45, Lev 26:12, Jer 7:23, 11:4, 24:7, 30:22, Ezek 11:20, 14:11, 36:28, 37:27, Heb 11:16, Rev 21:3). It should not surprise us that a biblical name for Jesus is Immanuel, God with us (Isa 7:14, Matt 1:23). As the Old Testament tabernacle was a place for God to dwell with his people, so Jesus, the Son of God, “tabernacled among us” (John 1:14). We are now the temple of God 1Corinthians 3v16-17. The Bible says the we have Christ in us the hope of glory. Col1v27 
Of course, God also can be said to be present to the wicked, and that is a fearsome and awful thing (Rev 1:7). But whether for good or for ill, God is present throughout heaven and earth, to carry out his own purposes. All actions are known by God.
Unity of the Omni-Attributes
We have seen that the three omni-attributes of God are quite inseparable. Since God’s power is purposeful and universal, it implies his omniscience. And since God’s omnipotence and omniscience are universal, we must conclude that he is omnipresent. We could note further that since God is omnipresent, all his attributes are omnipresent as well—his power and knowledge, as well as his truth, love, grace, eternity, infinity, and so on.
So the omni-attributes are inseparable from each other and from him. As theologians say, God is “simple.” His attributes are not separable parts of him. Rather they are ways of characterizing God as a whole, different ways of describing his nature.
Therefore, the omni-attributes are ways of speaking of God’s Lordship. “Lord” is the word that Scripture uses over 7,000 times to name him. The theological term “sovereignty” is equivalent to lordship. I have argued elsewhere3 that Scripture typically defines God’s lordship as his “control, authority, and presence.” As we have seen, this triad is equivalent to the three omni-attributes. God’s omnipotence is his control over all things. His omniscience is his authority to declare what is true. And his omnipresence is his real existence in every time and place. So when we talk about God’s omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, we are talking about his lordship. 







Chapter two The origin, nature, and position, power and authority of the devil what he can and cannot do.                                                                                                                                                                         God allows evil to exist for His purpose until the fullness of time Hab 2v3, 1 Corinthians 15v24. The bible introduce us to the devil as a serpent in the Garden of Eden. Man and woman had been given authority by God over the created world to rule, manage, work, and make the world work for them. The garden of Edam and the world was theirs. There was no sin (which in essence is disobedience to God). God was pleased with His creation. We read in Genesis 3  the devil in the form of a serpent tempted and caused Adam and Eve to doubt Gods word, tempting them to take from the fruit of the forbidden tree of knowledge of good and evil which they did. The results were devastating because not only were Adam and Eve cast out from the garden of Edom and the presence of God, but suffering, pain and disease entered their life, what was perfect now became imperfect, Eve was cursed, the ground was cursed and deteriorated which is spelt out in Genesis chapter 3. The whole world was affected .  Adam and Eve gave their birthright, destiny and authority to the devil who was later called the prince of this world by Jesus. We do not know exactly what happened, but we know that Satan or the adversary’s corruption effects everything in the world. Disease entered the world along with separation from God, God banished them from the garden of Eden to a world where Satan had power and control. Adam and Eve did start to understand good and evil, we have knowledge and understanding of the world and how it works which has grown greatly over time. There was  a further cursing’s on the ground when God at a point in time found Noah and his family were the only family right before God, Noah in obedience to God built a boat not near the sea, there was no rain at the time only mist and moisture in the air. God sent rain and a massive flood which is spoken about in the Bible in Genesis Chapter 6. God said in a covenant Genesis Ch 9 that never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood, He would not destroy  the earth again and placed a rainbow in the clouds as a sign. 
We read again in the New testament when Jesus saw the fig tree with no fruit on it, he cursed the tree and it withered/aged in a few hours Mark11 v14. There has been speculation and argument whether time was speeded up at the time of cursing resulting in a big aging process on the earth.
Satan, appears in the three major Abrahamic religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam), the prince of evil spirits and adversary of God. Satan is traditionally understood as an angel  who rebelled against God and was cast out of heaven with other “fallen” angels before the creation of humankind. This is found in Ezekiel 28:14–18 and Isaiah 14:12–17 are the key Scripture passages that support this understanding, and, in the New Testament, in Luke 10:18 Jesus states that he saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. In all three major Abrahamic religions, Satan is identified as the entity (a serpent in the Genesis account) that tempted Eve to eat the forbidden fruit in the Garden of Eden and was thus the start for the fall of humankind.
The word Satan is the English transliteration of a Hebrew word for “adversary” in the Bible. The Hebrew word denotes “the adversary”, found in the  Job story, where the adversary comes to the heavenly court with the “sons of God.” His task is to roam the earth seeking out acts or persons to be reported; his function thus is the opposite of that of the “eyes of the Lord,” which roam the earth strengthening all that is good. Satan claimed people only follow God because God is good to them, in the book of Job Satan is permitted to test Job under God’s authority and control and within the limits that God sets. In Judaism it is sometimes understood that, as adversary, Satan acts as something of a divine prosecutor for God; 

How Did Lucifer Fall and Become Satan?
Lucifer became so impressed with his own beauty, intelligence, power, and position that he began to desire for himself the honour and glory that belonged to God alone. This pride represents the actual beginning of sin in the universe—preceding the fall of the human Adam by an indeterminate time. The story of Lucifer’s fall is described in two key Old Testament chapters—Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. 
It would seem from the context of Ezekiel 28 that the first ten verses of this chapter are dealing with a human leader. Then, starting in verse 11 and on through verse 19, Lucifer is the focus of the discussion:
“Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me: "Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD: "You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared. You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked. You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you. In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 
Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. By the multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your sanctuaries; so I brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned you to ashes on the earth in the sight of all who saw you. All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you have come to a dreadful end and shall be no more forever." (Ezekiel 28:11-19)
The Fall of Lucifer in the Bible
What is the rationale for the conclusion that these latter verses refer to the fall of Lucifer? Whereas the first ten verses in this chapter speak about the ruler of Tyre (who was condemned for claiming to be a god though he was just a man), the discussion moves to the king of Tyre starting in verse 11. Many scholars believe that though there was a human “ruler” of Tyre, the real “king” of Tyre was Satan, for it was he who was ultimately at work in this anti-God city and it was he who worked through the human ruler of the city.
Some have suggested that these verses may actually be dealing with a human king of Tyre who was empowered by Satan. Perhaps the historic king of Tyre was a tool of Satan, possibly even indwelt by him. In describing this king, Ezekiel also gives us glimpses of the superhuman creature, Satan, who was using, if not indwelling, him.
Now, there are things that are true of this “king” that—at least ultimately—can not be said to be true of human beings. For example, the king is portrayed as having a different nature from man (he is a cherub, verse 14); he had a different position from man (he was blameless and sinless, verse 15); he was in a different realm from man (the holy mount of God, verses 13,14); he received a different judgment from man (he was cast out of the mountain of God and thrown to the earth, verse 16); and the superlatives used to describe him don’t seem to fit that of a normal human being (“full of wisdom,” “perfect in beauty,” and having “the seal of perfection,” verse 12 NASB).
Who Is Lucifer and Why Did He Rebel?
Our text tells us that this king was a created being and left the creative hand of God in a perfect state (Ezekiel 28:12-15). And he remained perfect in his ways until iniquity was found in him (Ezekiel 28:15b). What was this iniquity? We read in Ezekiel 28:17, “Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendour.” Lucifer apparently became so impressed with his own beauty, intelligence, power, and position that he began to desire for himself the honour and glory that belonged to God alone. The sin that corrupted Lucifer was self-generated pride.
This represents the actual beginning of sin in the universe—preceding the fall of the human Adam by an indeterminate time. Sin originated in the free will of Lucifer in which—with a full understanding of the issues involved—he chose to rebel against the Creator.
This mighty powerful created angelic being was judged by God: “I threw you to the earth” (Ezekiel 28:18). This doesn’t mean that Satan had no further access to heaven, for other Scripture verses clearly indicate that Satan maintained this access even after his fall (Job 1:6-12; Zechariah 3:1,2). However, Ezekiel 28:18 indicates that Satan was absolutely and completely cast out of God’s heavenly government and his place of authority in Gods kingdom(Luke 10:18).
In Isaiah 14, verses 12 through 17, another Old Testament passage that may refer to the fall of Lucifer. Some Bible scholars see no reference whatsoever to Lucifer in this passage. It is argued that the being mentioned in this verse he is referred to as a man (Isaiah 14:16); is compared to other kings on the earth (verse 18); and the words, “How you have fallen from heaven” (verse 12), is alleged to refer to a fall from great political heights however this verse fits with other passages
"How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.' But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. Those who see you will stare at you and ponder over you: 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, who made the world like a desert and overthrew its cities, who did not let his prisoners go home?' (Isaiah 14:12-17)
Like many scriptural references they can be viewed as having a dual reference. It may be that verses 4 through 11 deal with an actual king of Babylon. Then, in verses 12 through 17, we find a dual reference that includes not just the king of Babylon but a typological description of Lucifer as well. It is significant that the language used to describe this referring to Satan fits other passages in the Bible that speak about Satan. For example, the five “I wills” in Isaiah 14 indicate an element of pride, which was also evidenced in Ezekiel 28:17 (1 Timothy 3:6 which makes reference to Satan’s conceit).
As a result of this heinous sin against God, Lucifer was banished from living in heaven (Isaiah 14:12). He became corrupt, and his name changed from Lucifer (“morning star”) to Satan (“adversary”). His power became completely perverted (Isaiah 14:12,16,17). And his destiny, following the second coming of Christ, is to be bound in a pit during the 1000-year millennial kingdom over which Christ will rule (Revelation 20:3), and eventually will be thrown into the lake of fire (Matthew 25:41). 
What Does the Name Lucifer Mean?
Lucifer [N] [B] [E] [H] (light-bearer ), found in ( Isaiah 14:12 ) coupled with the epithet "son of the morning," clearly signifies a "bright star," and probably what we call the morning star. In this passage it is a symbolical representation of the king of Babylon in his splendour and in his fall. Its application, from St. Jerome downward, to Satan in his fall from heaven arises probably from the fact that the Babylonian empire is in Scripture represented as the type of tyrannical and self-idolizing power, and especially connected with the empire of the Evil One in the Apocalypse.
What Does Satan Mean and Tell Us about Lucifer's Rebellion?
The Hebrew word satan means "an adversary, one who resists." It is translated as "Satan" eighteen times in the Old Testament, fourteen of those occurrences being in Job 1-2, the others in 1 Chronicles 21:1 and Zechariah 3:1-2. There is some dispute as to whether it should be taken as a proper name or a title. In Job and Zechariah the definite article precedes the noun (lit., "the satan" or "the accuser").
As a fallen angel who was next to God he has a lot of power. We know he has authority on the earth given by Adam. We know he wants to be like God and is proud and arrogant. We know as a created being he has limits as he is not like God. It is important to understand these limits in order to understand his effects on Humans today.
1. He destroys rather than creates
2. He operates through human beings causing them to doubt God
3. He loves people worshipping him directly or indirectly by doing his bidding rather than obeying God
4. He understands the unseen world how it works and operates in the different dimensions.
5. He is bound by the laws and rules of the universe created by God
6. His knowledge is limited to that which is revealed either in writing or verbal.
7. He cannot move through time operating in the here and now through people.
8. He is limited to one place at a time but can operate through the fallen angels called demons.
9. Whilst He is very powerful his authority on earth is given by human structures and human beings hence eve had to make a choice which gave authority to satan.

From his origins till now he behaves in the same way. The bible indicates all have sinned and rebelled against God Romans3 v23
Sin and rebellion against God and Gods truth have carried on ever since creation but God had a plan which started with a covenant with Abraham and the Jewish nation but continues with us today as none Jews. None Jews are called gentiles in the bible grafted in to God as described in Romans Ch11. God had a plan for a way to fix the sin in the world by fulfilling the law by sending His son Jesus to fulfil the requirements of the law through the death of an innocent one so that we the guilty one can go free. This work of Jesus was first prophesied in Gen Ch 3v15
 To further understand how Satan works today we will look at the references to Satan by Jesus in the New testament. 
· In Matthew Chapter 4 we read of Satan tempting Jesus when Jesus was fasting in the wilderness. Satan’s whole tactic was to get Jesus to break the law.
· Turning stones into bread, Jesus rebuked Satan with words from scripture
· Was able to transport Jesus to a high place on the temple and then quoted scripture at Jesus to get Jesus to break the law and obey Satan.
· Satan then offered Jesus the rule of this world which he had been given by Adam and Eve if Jesus would worship Satan.
For each temptation Jesus rebuked Satan with scripture and eventually left Jesus. This shows the limitation of Satan and he can go. He can only go as far as you let him or with permission from God.
· In Matthew  Ch12 v25-28 Jesus shows us the importance of unity for Satans kingdom to stand. To stop Satan you have to come against Satan in the name of Jesus Matthew 12v28.
· When Peter spoke to Jesus Matthew 16 21-23, Mark 8 v33, denying Jesus fulfilling His work by suffering on the cross Jesus rebuked Peter as Satan speaking through him. Satan can use others people to stop or hinder Gods plan.
· In the parable of the sower Mark 4v15 Satan is described as the one taking the word away by distracting them with other things of the world.
· In Luke 10v18 Jesus saw Satan falling like lightening when Christians use their authority given to them by Jesus to overcome the power of the enemy. We do not have to accept of give in to Satan’s lies and temptations.
· In Luke 13v15-16 we find Jesus referring to a person with illness as bound in the illness by Satan. Some illnesses are a direct result of Satan’s involvement. We will explore this in a later chapter.
· Luke 22v3 refers to Judas betraying Jesus as Satan entering into Judas following Judas willingness to go againt Jesus. Giving in to wrong actions you partner with Satan who takes over the situation. Again we find in Luke22 v31 when Jesus was warning Peter about Peters denial of Christ as Satan being involved sifting Peter as wheat. Jesus says He prayed for Him that Peters faith would not fail, Jesus did not pray that it would not happen. Peter would make the decision to deny knowing Jesus because of fear for his life. You cannot stop people partnering with Satan if they are intent on it, you can only pray that through the experience their faith in Jesus would be strong.
· Scripture teaches us in Acts26 v18 that people who do not follow Jesus are under the power of Satan. Jesus has given us authority over Satan so people can have their eyes and ears opened to receive Jesus and forgiveness of sins.  Our battle is not against flesh and blood Ephesians 6v12 but against, rulers, authorities, against powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realm. 
Satan whilst he is the prince of this world  has to work within and obey Gods laws and rules. Much of creation following the fall is broken, corrupt, disease ridden anyway. Satan’s authority to break Gods law and rules operates through Humans beings partnering with the lies Satan spreads.   
Chapter three                                    Laws, rules and authority structures in this universe
We have seen that Satan is bound by the laws, rules and authority structures in this and other universe and can only break these with the cooperation of Human Beings. Humans appear to be free to break any or all laws of course they bear the consequences.  The question we must also ask has Jesualso bound (self imposed) these rules, laws, covenants, authority structures etc.  Does God break His own rules, laws especially those given in scripture. As God cannot lie put in place something that is wrong and then take it away because it does not fit, create rules, laws both physical and spiritual which are not part of His nature.  We  know that God will change everything at the end when we get a new heaven and new earth, the old will passes away 2Peter 3 v13, Revelation21v1 but until then are we bound by these structures made by God, the curses and fallen nature on the land, the enmity between woman and man, pain in childbirth for woman, man having to work hard, difficulties in that work, Adam and Eve were banished from the garden of Eden and had to struggle for survival. People fighting others, wars, diseases which entered the world, faulty genetics, climate conditions and much more. Life became and is much more difficult when humans used their authority to partner with Satan and became separated for God the creator.
  These issues appear complex and without a biblical grounding and understanding the full work of the death on the cross of Jesus and His resurrection can be confusing,
  God still wanted a relationship with Humans, in fact the part of the brain that makes us Human (frontal lobes) is mostly given over to our relationships and as you know the three relationships with God, self and others are fundamental to the law and what we are to love, God ourselves and others with all our hearts, mind and souls. Luke 10 v27. God still wanted a relationship with Human Beings, God also had a plan before the creation of the world to save people 1Peter 1v20. by sending Jesus into the world. We first start reading about Gods desire for a nation who would relate to God in Abraham who He made a promise or covenant to develop a people Genesis Chapter 17v 1-27, this nation became the Jewish nation. When the people related to God obeyed His rules the nation of Israel did well, when they rebelled and followed other Gods they ended up in trouble which we read about in the Old testament. The Jews were given a lot of different rules and laws by God which they were meant to obey if they wanted to have a relationship with God and be blessed by God. These were not just the famous 10 commandments but a lot of ceremonial laws, laws for cleansing from sin, laws how to relate and behave etc. Jesus said he did come to do away with the law but to fulfil the law given to them. Matthew 5v17.  Jesus went on to say “For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven. The laws still stand but we will see that Jesus death on the cross fulfilled many of the laws of the Jewish people so we do not need rituals but we have a new set of laws instead which is the law of loves. Love God, Love self, love others. God does not break His own laws He either keeps them of has fulfilled them. We have seen that God is always the same and does not change. People have pointed out that God has changed his mind a good example is in the book of Jonah where God sent Jonah to prophesy that Ninevah will be destroyed however we also know that there is a law of repentance that trumps other laws, Ninevah repented God changed what He had said. This of course was Jonahs problem as a prophet he knew what God would do and therefore refused to go to Ninevah and preach the destruction message. Jonah was more worried about his reputation as a prophet rather than obeying God.  There are a number of principles and laws we need to understand to bring about change. Because Jesus has defeated Satan’s power over humans by His death on the cross, enabling humans to appear before God free from sin,  He has given back authority from Satan to believers to operate under Gods authority on this earth. That does no mean that people can break the law more they trump the authority of Satan and his demons.
 In order to bring about change you need both authority and power to do so. If we are to bring about change we need to operate in our authority and the power of the Holy Spirit. God has set the world in motion operating under the principles and rules God has made. The very air we breathe, the ground we stand on or the body we live in is made and held together by the rules, power, structures, science of nature which God has made. We will explore situation where miracles have happened, physical events like water into wine, healings blind eyes from birth seeing, did God break His own rules of nature for these things to happen? We need to explore whether Chrisitan can you pray for or against situations where there are other authority structures and power in place? Does manmade church structures where authority is held in one or two rather than a team of people limit the work of God to that in the leader. Does sin in a leader lead to the door being opened to Satan to have a go at people in the congregation who are vulnerable to that sin ? Why did Jesus not encourage the Jews to rise up against the Romans who were oppressing them? Why did Jesus operate through the existing structures he was born into. Let us explore authority structures  

· In the new testament we are taught we are all Kings and Priests, this has led some to believe they have the same authority as a King or a Priests on earth and can overrule them.
· Down through the years the Roman Catholic church has taught the authority in the church comes from the Pope and then past on through the priests. This authority of the Pope the say derives from the apostle Peter. The Roman Catholic church teaches that the authority of the Pope is the same as scripture thus the Popes edicts are the same as the Bible. Most protestants do not believe the Popes authority is equal to the Bible, protestants believe in scripture alone to understand all teaching and authority. There is a truth that the spiritual leaders who have been appointed by an organization, or the people have spiritual authority in that church and organization. God respects this spiritual authority even if it is wrong however being in a church puts a glass ceiling on that of the leaders. Also sin in the leadership can open the door for that sin to affect vulnerable people in the church. This is why the bible is clear leadership should be pleural normally 5-7 people with equal spiritual authority. A number of  organizations have taken an un biblical approach by having one or two people with the spiritual authority leading to a great pressure on the leader and vulnerability of the congregation for spiritual abuse.
· Jesus never taught to fight against the ruling authority which for Jesus was the Roman authority which ruled through power, might, cruelty and oppression but to respect and pay Caesar what is due to Caesar and to God that which was Gods. In fact Jesus power and authority was reflected in Jesus washing the feet of Judas who was going to betray, deny and abandon Jesus this is what is known as servant leadership. Church leaders often speak about servant leadership however many leaders either do not understand servant leadership or require the church congregation to support their vision and serve their church not them serve the people in the congregation and facilitate the peoples vision.
· The laws Jesus taught in the New Testament has been describe by Jesus as love God, love others  love yourself, or love one another as I have loved you. Jesus came to fulfil many of the old testament laws which were a model to show love to others. Jesus came to serve not to be served yet many leaders are all the time requesting people to serve the church and things the leadership has decided to do rather than finding out what the people want and the church using its people and resources to serve them.
· Jesus said all authority has been given to me, His authority is given and available to us to confront every enemy that rises up against us. This we will see refers to our spiritual authority and of cause our right to eternal life. Jesus said Therefore go and make disciples of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. We need Gods help whether through the baptism of the Holy Spirit or the baptism of fire to obey Gods words.
· For many years the divine right to rule also known as the divine right of kings is a political doctrine asserting that monarchs derive their authority from God and cannot be held accountable for their actions by human beings only by God. This started in medieval Europe that God awarded earthly power to political authority and spiritual power to church authority which was then the Roman Catholic church. This right of spiritual authority is taken up by many denominations in the way they manage and run their organizations. In many countries the right to rule is through democracy where we give that right through elections to rule and reign for a period not through birthright of kings. More recently this right has been challenged in democracy by the interpretation of the laws by judges who overrule the will of leaders. 
· Christians follow the laws laid out in the New Testament teaching and believe that only some of the laws in the old testament still need to be obeyed. This is because for Christians, Jesus is the highest authority in the bible and his teaching overrule many of the older laws. We have already said that Jesus said not one law will pass away. In fact Jesus was accused and appeared to break the sabbath law Mark 3v 1-5. Jesus reply gives us understanding about the law and how it was to be interpreted and obeyed. We will also understand that Jesus fulfilled a number of the laws by His death and resurrection so they were no longer applicable an example was the animal sacrifice for sin which Jesus death on the cross was the ultimate fulfilment. Many other laws were also fulfilled.
· God is the creator and has complete authority over His creation including Humanity. Matt 28v18 says all authority has been given to me in heaven and earth. He expects us to behave in a certain way and to distinguish between right and wrong. The law expressed and represents His will, so we can demonstrate His holiness, justice and goodness. Jesus said if you love me you will keep my commandments. As Christian we need to understand what these commandments are. 
· In Romans 13v1-2, Paul expresses that the authorities that exist have been allowed by God. Even those with oppressive regimes like the Roman Empire.  Whoever rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted. And those who do so will bring judgement on themselves.
· Jesus used His authority in sacrificial love. Jesus said in Matthew and Mark He came not to be served but to serve. Not to use and manipulate people for His own gain but to give His life for theirs.
· In luke 10v19 we read I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. This verse is the beginning of showing authority trumps power in Gods kingdom. Kingdom authority is derived from our relationship with the Godhead Father Son and holy Spirit. Power is something you are given. The devil has power but authority can overcome the power. Spiritual authority comes does not come from position only but from relationship. Sure a person in charge can have both authority and power to do something in the area they control. Satan is called the prince of this world and has power over this world in which he exercises his power largely Satan seeks to do this through men and woman but also the climate elements, disease which are demonically driven as we see when Jesus was asleep on the boat on the lake in a storm. Jesus rebukes the storm and it subsides Matt 8v 24-26. Jesus casts out spirits especially with epilepsy Matt 17v18,  he healed many who were sick and demons came out of them luke 4v40-41, The gospels record that Jesus healed the mute,deaf, blind by expelling demons (Matt9v32-33. Matt12v22, luke 11 v14) . In luke 13 v11-16 Jesus met a woman who had suffered from what we would call spinal curvature which seemed to be purely physical but Jesus declared that she had been bound by “a spirit of infirmity” and she was healed and set free. In Mark9 v17-29 Jesus dealt with a boy who had the symptoms of epilepsy. He confronted it as a dumb and deaf spirit v25, the demon out boy was healed.
Sometimes it is clear that there is a spirit of infirmity or a spirit of death. Satan is a murderer and will sometimes try to take people early. These spirit get in when people have near death experiences of nearly die of a disease but they are not getting better. People who remain in pain despite treatment can be helped by rebuking lying spirits who make them feel they will always be in pain, There are many physical conditions doctors relate to emotional and spiritual matters as being the like cause although the physical symptoms are real. There are cases of Hysterical blindness due to early trauma which switched of the brain to see. By delivering the trauma the eyes could be opened. Demons certainly work on negative untruthful emotions which them adopt wrong beliefs either about themselves of God. These spirits, wrong beliefs, lies need to be expelled through deliverance. This will be looked at further elsewhere,
· When exercising authority over demons you need a lot of discernment, wisdom, insight as to what is the real problem from the Lord, you need to see the person as God sees them we are told in Isaih 61 to set people free. A Christian cannot be truly possessed but canbe demonized due to unhealed trauma, events, bad memorise, often from early childhood but can be from other events which have cause the person pain leading to wrong beliefs about themselves or God. These negative thoughts/ beliefs are always held by demons crippling and holding a person down. They are always associated with negative thoughts and can lead of cause to mental illness. Physical illness can bring on these negative thoughts if the person has not sorted them out. Negative events whilst they cause the trauma if the trauma or situation is resolved, talked out at the time so the person does not imbibe the negativity of the trauma then there will be no lasting effects. Exercising spiritual authority over these negative thoughts a crucial in healing and well being.
· It is clear from scripture that the best people to pray for the sick are the people with spiritual authority James5 v14 urges those who are sick to call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well, the Lord will raise them up. John Wimber was a great person in saying “everyone gets to play” however this is only true in a church if the leaders have passed on the authority to other people. They must be able to demonstrate healing first as John Wimber did. This belief that all Christian can do everything is both true and untrue, Authority has to be given in the context of an organization. Occasionally people who have been given a gift of healings as of 1 Corinthians 12v9 where they acquire a specific gift from the Holy Spirit which is not dependant on authority structures. People with Holy Spirit gifts can use them as led. People with a gift can use it anywhere anytime in anyway. These gifts come by the Holy spirit alone who gives freely. These gifts can be taken away by the same spirit. The gifts mentioned in Romans 12 are gifts you are born with and are part of your character these cannot be taken away. These gifts can be used for good and ill. Whilst prophesy is a natural gift as well as a supernatural gift, healing is purely a gift of the Holy Spirit. Healing can also be exercised by leadership authority if faith is present. Sadly we appear in the west to find many leaders without faith in God. 
· In summary God usually works through the authority structures in our churches, the holy Spirit can break out of this by giving people supernatural gifts that break through the glass ceiling erected by the leaders. Many leaders like to control what goes on in the church, many say the church is Gods but behave and manage 
 

We as a people of God taught by the word of God as revealed in scripture know the laws and rules of the universe. God will some day draw it to a conclusion but allows rulers to come and go, allows evil to exist but be controlled, does not focus on this world but on the world to come. Gods will and purpose is to do good for the heavenly kingdom, evil is already defeated according to the scriptures, but this will not happen until things are drawn to a close. What we know from scripture go does speed up and slow down time. God does not do magic but works within his own laws. Satan is also bound to work within these laws but cannot speed up or slow down time. God does not usurp the individual’s authority, or the authority structures in this world however the structures can change when leaders change, regimes change, environment changes. The systems and laws we are under if we break we receive the consequences. Church structures are vitally importance, the laws, leadership structures, the rights of individuals are all bound by these laws. We have the mind of Christ so we can tap into what God has in any situation.
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