

[image: ]The End Times – the short version!
What are the signs of Jesus’ Return?
Let’s explore some of the scriptures which help us to understand when this might happen. It was certainly uppermost in the Apostles minds when Jesus told them He was going to die and would be resurrected, and we know that the Angels left them with this strong message when Jesus was taken up in the clouds after His resurrection appearances.
“So when the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, “Lord, has the time come for you to free Israel and restore our kingdom?” He replied, “The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
“After saying this, he was taken up into a cloud while they were watching, and they could no longer see him. As they strained to see him rising into heaven, two white-robed men suddenly stood among them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why are you standing here staring into heaven? Jesus has been taken from you into heaven, but someday he will return from heaven in the same way you saw him go!” Acts 1:6-11.
From these words we know that He will return in the clouds just as He went and it will be back to the Mount of Olives, near Jerusalem, and this is according to prophesy (Zech 14:1-9).
Understanding the references to End Times: Scripture cannot contradict itself. If there is an apparent contradiction then it is our understanding of Scripture which is at fault, not the accuracy or authority of the Word of God. The Scholars of Jesus’s day had the Old Testament Scripture prophesies. They were accurate in describing about the birth and ministry of Jesus, but their interpretation and understanding of them meant that their eyes were blinded to the truth they contained. Which is why they “crucified the Lord of Glory” and missed His first coming! Thankfully Jesus has kept a small remaining group who truly believe in Him as Messiah among the Jews (Isa 10:20-22; Jer 23:3; 50:20; Micah 7:18; Rom 9:27; 11:5)
There were, however, some who did understand in Jesus’ day - such as Simeon and Anna, who were ready to take the baby Jesus in their arms and proclaim him to the world.  Simeon proclaimed, 
"At that time there was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon. He was righteous and devout and was eagerly waiting for the Messiah to come and rescue Israel. The Holy Spirit was upon him and had revealed to him that he would not die until he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. That day the Spirit led him to the Temple. So when Mary and Joseph came to present the baby Jesus to the Lord as the law required, Simeon was there. He took the child in his arms and praised God, saying, “Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and he is the glory of your people Israel!”. Luke 2:25-32. God will never leave himself without a witness.
World events are moving at a lightning pace.  Secular and Church History has never been so dynamic and changing.  We must be ready and equipped for each phase as we walk forward with Him.
Let’s examine some of the scriptures related to this – what conclusions can you come to?
From the Gospels: Matt 24; Mark 13; Luke 21 - He will appear “after the tribulations of those days” – there will be signs and His return will not be until all these things happen.
a. Disasters in the world – Matt 24:4-8 – specifically wars, earthquakes and famines, and many environmental disasters – polluted rivers and oceans, outsized hailstones, climate change effects – the four horses of the Apocalypse – and the appearance of “false saviours”
b. Deserters in the Church – love of many growing cold, opposition will grow, then there will be an exponential growth of the Church under persecution as in the 1st Century and some nations today, false prophesies will also draw some away and deceive even the elect – Matt 24:9-14; 10:33
c. A dictator (666) or Anti-Christ will arise which will cause the tribulation to begin - Rev 7:14; Dan 9:27; 11:31, 35, 40; 12: 4, 9, 11-13; 1 John 2:18; 2 Thess 2: 3, 4
d. This tribulation will be cut short – 1260 days, 42 months or 3 ½ years – Rev 12:14; rooted in Dan 7:25-27
e. A great multitude will be martyred – Rev 6:9-11; 7: 9-17; 11:7; 13:15; 20:4 – note the warning “all who worship the beast and accept his mark will be “tormented with burning sulphur . . . for ever and ever” is a call for “patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints (the chosen ones)” (see Revelation 13:9–12) lest they share this fate.
f. Darkness in the Sky  - Matt 24:29-31; Is 13:10; 34:4; Joel 2:31; Acts 2:20 – which will make His appearing so glorious as His light will fill the earth with His Glory – remember Mark 9:3; John 1:14; 2 Pet 1: 16-17
g. We will meet Him in the air in the clouds– those believers still alive and those dead will be “caught up” in the air (the Latin word is “raptured”) – Dan 7:12-14; 1 Thess 4:17; Matt 24: 40-41; Luke 12:51-53 – as Jesus foretold – John 14:3; 17:24
From the teaching of Jesus:
· It will get worse before it gets better: Matthew 24: 4-14 and 25: 1-46; Mark 13: 3-37; Luke 17: 20-37 and 21: 7-36
From the Book of the Revelation of John in Summary – although the timings may differ the events do not, and it teaches us to be ready!! Consider the following:
· Judgment begins with the House of God: Rev 2-3 – God’s judgement on the Church (1 Pet 4:17-19)
· [bookmark: _Hlk123605108]Judgement on the Nations – Rev 5 to 12
· The rise of the Anti-Christ and the Beast – Rev 13
· The Gospel proclaimed throughout the World – Rev 14:6-13
· The Harvest of the Earth – Rev 14:14-20
· The Seven Bowls of seven plagues – Rev 15:5 on to 16:14
· The warning to be ready as Jesus will come unexpectedly as a Thief – Rev 16:15
· The Battle of Armageddon – Rev 16:16-19: 19
· Jesus comes again (Matthew 24:14, Acts 1:11, Rev 19: 11-18)
· The living believers are "changed" (from having mortal bodies to having immortal spiritual bodies - 1 Cor 15:44 & 52) and will meet with the resurrected already dead believers in the air. (1 Thess. 4:17). The angels will gather God's chosen people from the four corners of the earth. (Matthew 24:31)
· The Beast and the False Prophet thrown into the lake of fire (Rev 19: 20)
· Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss for 1000 years.  (Rev 19:20)
· Resurrection of those who died in the persecution but did not take the mark - the first resurrection (Daniel 12:2, Rev. 20:4)
· The Millennium in which the Resurrected Ones reign with Jesus for 1000 years. 
(Daniel 12:3, Jer 31:23-40, Rev 20:4)
· Satan unloosed once more to deceive the nations (Rev 20: 7-8)
· Satan gathers his forces around Jerusalem for the final battle in which he expects to be victorious over Jesus (Rev 20: 9-10)
· Fire comes down from heaven in the final Battle.  The armies gathered around Jerusalem are destroyed.  (Rev 20:9)
· The Devil is thrown into the lake of fire (Hell) to join the Beast and the False Prophet (Rev 20:10)
· The Final Judgement Day – “The White Throne”
· The Last (Great) Trumpet will sound for the final Judgement Day (Matthew 24:31, 1 Cor 15: 51-52), the dead will rise first (1 Thess 4:16, Rev 20:12-13); 
· The Books are opened at the “Day of the Lord” – the White Throne judgement.  (Rev 21:12, Luke 10:20)
· The separation of the "sheep and the goats" - the sheep (the righteous) being destined for eternity in heaven and the goats (the unrighteous) to eternity with Satan in Hell.  (Ezekiel 34: 17-31, Matthew 24: 31-33)
· The Judgement of all nations and peoples takes place before the Great White Throne.  (Matthew 25: 31-46, 1 Cor 3: 11-15, Rev 20: 11-13)
· Death and the world of the spiritually dead are thrown into the “Lake of fire”. (1 Cor 15:26, Rev 20:14)
· The unrighteous (not listed in the Book of Life) are thrown into the “Lake of fire” – the final consequence of God’s judgement of those who rejected salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. (Daniel 12:2, Matthew 25:41, Rev 20:15, Rev 21:8)
· The Destruction of the first heaven and the first earth which has been defiled by man and Satan. (Rev 21:1)
· The creation of a New Heaven and Earth by God.  (Rev 21:1)
· The Holy City, the New Jerusalem descends from heaven, “prepared as a Bride for her Husband”.  (Rev 21:3-4) – God’s home will be among His people on earth in Jerusalem! (vs. 3 and Acts 1:11). Note how HUGE this city will be!
· Jesus takes his bride, the Church, into the Holy City (Rev 21 & 22) where His servants will worship God and the Lamb, and reign with Him for ever and ever (Rev 22:4-5).  
Hallelujah! Even so come Lord Jesus!

There are many other useful bible studies and helps on our website: https://joinbmc/.info  
Note: currently or website is in “build” stage but if you reach out to me on simon.robertson@thefathersheart.world I will let you know as soon as it is launched.
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