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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]The Nature and Character of God 	
Knowing someone’s character takes time and a deepening relationship of trust over a period of time. As you spend time with Him and learn about Him, Jesus will show His nature in the way He relates to you. Here are some characteristics we learn from the Scriptures:
· GOD IS SPIRIT				(John 4:24)
· GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT			(Psalm 36:9,  John 1:4)
· GOD IS ETERNAL			(Gen 21:33,  Dan 7:9)
· GOD IS IMMUTABLE			(Mal 3:6,  James 1:17)
· GOD IS DIVINE				(Psalm 104 but also indescribable!)
Once we have encountered the greatness and majesty of God, we must also consider the intimacy of the relationship that he offers and God reveals his personality very clearly in Exodus 34:6-7:-
“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness and sin.  Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their children to the third and fourth generation.”  

God is:
1. RIGHTEOUS - Always acting in a RIGHT attitude and manner in accord with His nature, which is GOOD (Always pure in His motives)                          
Ps 11:7; Ps 119:137-144; Is 45:19-25; 1John 2:1; 3. [Compare the righteousness of man!    Is 64:6]
2. HOLY - Pure and undefiled, without spot or blemish – without sin – a statement of His Character. Is 6:3; 1 Pet 1:15-16
3. JUST - Ensuring fair and equitable reward for deeds(behaviour) - in the light of His Justice and his knowledge of man's HEART - on the basis of His WORD - which is His code of ETHICS - His LAW. Deut 32:3,4; Gen 18:25, 26; 2 Thess 1:6; Rev 19:1,2
4. PERFECT - Completely mature in character and without fault and needing nothing to complete Him.  Deut 32:4; Ps 18:30-32; 19:7; Is 46: 8-13; 25:1; Matt 5:48; Rom 12:2
5. GRACIOUS - His loving and tender attitude and ACTS in benefiting undeservedly those He has the power of LIFE and DEATH over - in spite of His absolute right as a Holy God to demand full payment for our continued disobedience and rebellion. Ex 34:6; Is 30:18; Heb 4:16; Ezra 9:13; Ps 103:6-18; John 1:14-18.
Definition: GRACE: Hebrew: (chen) - to bend or stoop in kindness to a subject - to show MERCY and KINDNESS. Greek: (charis) – good will, kindness, favour, bestowing gifts to the undeserved. Divine favour or kindness towards someone so as to benefit them and make them truly happy and cheerful. This is where the word Charismata – spiritual gifts - comes from. 1 Pet 5:10; Heb 13:9.
6. LOVING – showing loving kindness and tenderness to those who do not deserve it – John the Apostle said it all – “We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.” As we grow in Christ that loving nature starts to become evident in us too! If you want to know what God sees as true love - read 1 Cor 13: 4-8; 1 John 4:7,8, 12, 16, 20. 
7. UNCHANGING (Immutable) - God remains in THOUGHT, WORD and DEED totally dependable and "in character"- GOOD!    The same yesterday, today and forever.   Ps 102:27; Heb 1:12; 13:8
8. ALL KNOWING (Omniscient) - totally aware and informed on everything - and totally WISE. There is nowhere He is not aware of. We can’t surprise Him or know something He does not already know, but His knowledge is based on reality and truth, which is not man’s truth unless it is based on His truth.  Ps 94:1-23; 139: 1-24; Prov 1:1-23; 2:1-22
9. ALL POWERFUL (Omnipotent) - possessing the absolute strength, power and ability to do anything at all! He created the heavens and earth out of nothing! Gen 1: 1-31; 18:14; Jer 32:17-27; Matt 19:26; Eph 1:18-23.
10. EVERYWHERE PRESENT AND AWARE - (Omnipresent)- totally able to be present and aware  of all the UNIVERSE at the same MOMENT in time by His Spirit. (His omniscience goes with this characteristic). Ps 139:1ff; Prov 15:3; Matt 12:15; 16:8; 26:10; Mark 2:8.
11. ONE - One God, One Lord - One God eternally co-existent as three Persons (Compound Unity)- God the Father, the Lord Jesus Christ – God the Son, and, God the Holy Spirit.  Deut 6:4; Ps 83:18; Is 43:10-21; 1 Cor 8:4-6; Eph 4:4-6.
12. OUR FATHER - The Eternal Father of the Family of God.  Deut 32:6; Is 9:6; Jer 3:19; Mal 3:10; Eph 3:14,15; 1 John 1:3; Matt 6:9.
13. CREATOR - SUPREME and UNIQUE, without beginning or end of days, the One who INITIATED and PERSONALLY made out of NOTHING  (Latin: Ex Nihilo) ALL that is in the UNIVERSE - Without Him NOTHING was made that was made. What is more, He will ultimately create a NEW heavens and earth after He returns and come to dwell with us on earth in Jerusalem. Gen 1:1ff; Is 40:28; Col 1:15-20; Rev 21: 1-9; 22:12-16
14. COMPASSIONATE AND FORGIVING - The God who is willing to show His mercy, compassion and understanding by forgiving the one who comes to Him in repentance. Ex 34:6,7; Jer 15:19; Acts 17:30; Lev 17:11; Rom 3:25; Heb 2:17
NOTE: Forgiveness is not cheap - Sin must be atoned for by the giving of an innocent life and the shedding of innocent blood (innocent meaning pure and without any sin) - Jesus paid that price - fully. No one else could do that for us.
GOD (as Father)
Old Testament – 
1. The Old Testament concept of God as Father was in terms of his being Father of the nation rather than individuals. (Hosea 11:1,   Exodus 4:22)	
2. In Old Testament God is referred to as Father only eleven times. But that does not take away from the fact that He was our Father even then.

New Testament -
1. God is personally addressed as Father by Jesus 170 times.
2. Jesus taught his followers to address God as Father also. (John 17(6-7) & Matthew 6:9 etc.)
3. When Jesus told Mary that he was going to “my Father and your Father” (John 20:17) he did not say “our Father”.  These words are used to emphasize that God is not the “Father” to us in the same way that he was to Jesus.
4. We are adopted into God’s family, but Jesus is “the only begotten Son” (John 3:16)
5. Jesus is the unique Son of God, begotten by his Father (John 1:14).  Yet he is part of a triune Godhead with his Father (John 10:30).
SIX AMAZING ASPECTS OF OUR ADOPTION BY GOD
1. God adopted us when he already had a son of his own.  It was not because the Father was alone.
2. Before our adoption we were “without beauty or merit”.  It was not because of our merit that we were chosen. It was the Father’s choice alone. (John 6:29-40; Luke 9:35; John 15:16)
3. Our adoption was at a terrible price.  It was not easy for God to adopt us - It cost him everything.
4. We were his enemies in our sinful and rebellious state, not merely strangers.
5. He has adopted millions of us into his family as his heirs.  It is not an exclusive position, but an undeserved one, yet given as an expression of the Father’s Love and Grace.
6. The benefits of adoption are extensive and glorious.  It is not a begrudging inheritance, but the position of the greatest honour and glory. We have yet to see the extent of this privilege.
(NB. Adopted children are CHOSEN, not an accident!)  
A FATHER WITHOUT EQUAL
Our Heavenly Father:
1. Comforts us							2 Cor 1:3-4	
2. Protects								Psalm 91
3. Is supremely patient – not willing that any perish – but some will	Matt 18:26-27; Luke 13:5; 
John 3:16; 2 Pet 3:9
4. Gives us rest							Matt 11:28-29
5. Matures us								John 15:1-2
6. Is full of mercy							Rom 9:15
7. Is faithful and consistent						2 Tim 2:13
8. Gives us his grace and peace					2 Tim 1:2
9. Gives us every blessing possible					Eph 1:3
10. Is compassionate and caring					2 Cor 1:3
11. Is righteous in all his ways						John 17:25
12. Is faithful								2 Tim 2:13
13. Disciplines us							Heb 12:5-11
14. Is truthful, honest, just and right in all his judgements		Rev 16:7
15. Is supremely holy							Rev 16:5
16. Has the nature and character of love				1 John 4:8
17. Forgives us, and goes on forgiving us				1 John 1:9
18. Provides for our every need						1 Pet 5:7; Matt 6:33
19. Has no favourites and shows no partiality				1 Pet 1:17
20. Wants Sons but looks for maturity					Jer 3:19; 1 Cor 14:20; Eph 4:13
21. Brings salvation and promise of an eternal home			John 14:1-3
22. Answers our prayers						Matt 7:11
23. Sets us free from our fears						Ps 118:5-9
John 14:1-3
24. Is eternal								Rom 16:26
25. Reassures us that we are his children				Rom 8:15-16
26. LOVES US								John 3:16
27. Always has time for us						Heb 4:16
28. Is always fair							Is 11:3a-4, Luke 18:7
29. Feels tender emotions towards us  
a) Longing							Ezek 22:30; Luke 15:4-5
b) Happiness							Zeph 3:17
c) Sorrow							Jer 8:18
d) Compassion						Matt 9:36
e) Mourning							Jer 8:21
f) Grief							Gen 6:6
g) Joy								Luke 15:22-24

Central to the Parable of the Prodigal Son is not two strong willed sons with their own failings; central to the story is the forgiving Father - waiting for his children, with a generous heart, showing the character of God.  Luke 15: 11-32.
Knowing something of God's nature gives us the basis on which to understand the depth and sincerity of His love for Mankind. What a Saviour!

There are many other useful bible studies and helps on our website: https://joinbmc/.info  
Note: currently or website is in “build” stage but if you reach out to me on simon.robertson@thefathersheart.world I will let you know as soon as it is launched.
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Nature Explanation

“The Lord, the Lord” repeated for great emphasis    (Rev 1:8,  22:13)

“Compassionate”     (rechum) indicates love and tender affection given from the heart from a superior to an inferior being.    (Psalm 103:13)

"Gracious" (channum) means one who bends or inclines - who takes the initiative

"Slow to Anger" (erech) prolongingly slow, late at arriving in a state of anger.

"Abounding in Love" (chesed) steadfast eternal love (limitless)

"Faithfulness" God is totally trustworthy (emeth) unshakeable.

"Maintaining love to thousands" God keeps faith with people from one generation to another.

"Forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin" (nasa) means to lift, carry or take away.

"Does not leave the guilty unpunished" God’s love & mercy must always be tempered by his justice

"To the third and fourth generation God’s love is maintained to thousands of generations, the effect of his judgement he has chosen to limit to third and fourth generations.
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		Nature		Explanation

		“The Lord, the Lord”		repeated for great emphasis    (Rev 1:8,  22:13)

		“Compassionate”   		 (rechum) indicates love and tender affection given from the heart from a superior to an inferior being.    (Psalm 103:13)

		"Gracious"		(channum) means one who bends or inclines - who takes the initiative

		"Slow to Anger"		(erech) prolongingly slow, late at arriving in a state of anger.

		"Abounding in Love"		(chesed) steadfast eternal love (limitless)

		"Faithfulness"		God is totally trustworthy (emeth) unshakeable.

		"Maintaining love to thousands"		God keeps faith with people from one generation to another.

		"Forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin"		(nasa) means to lift, carry or take away.

		"Does not leave the guilty unpunished"		God’s love & mercy must always be tempered by his justice

		"To the third and fourth generation		God’s love is maintained to thousands of generations, the effect of his judgement he has chosen to limit to third and fourth generations.
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