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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]The Shaking of the Kingdoms of this World and the End Times
the shaking of the kingdoms of this world
The Prophetic Time
The “Day of Vengeance” of our Lord is near! This is part of the true Gospel message:
THERE WILL BE A DAY OF VENGENCE FOR GOD: Isaiah 61:1-3: 
The very prophetic words penned by Isaiah were the words Jesus Christ chose to identify Himself with to show His purpose and anointing. His disciples were always to come to be associated with these same words.

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, Because the Lord has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.”
God does nothing unless He shares it with His prophets (Amos 3:7)
The scriptures are full of prophetic insights and words so on such an important matter we should make sure we know what they teach us.
The Lord will have a day of reckoning (Isaiah 2: 2-21; Acts 17:31; Ps 75:2; Ezek 30:3; Zeph 1:15-18; 2 Pet 3:3-9)
In the last days
Nations will stream towards Jerusalem
They will come to be taught His ways
He will judge between nations – they will learn peace not war
The Idolatry of the people of God – Israel
The humbling of the proud and the exaltation of the Lord
The Lord’s “Day of Reckoning”
The Lord rises and the earth Trembles
The people hide in caves and among the rocks
The world is looking for someone who can bring order and justice. In the chaos and where evil hearted people do unmentionable things and seem to get away with it, the world waits for a “hero” to recue it from the deepening darkness and sense of hopelessness. God in His timing has appointed such a day. But that day will be preceded by some remarkable and earth-shaking episodes. God in His perfect timing and bringing of justice does not act without warning. As a good Father He warns those He loves before He acts. We are going to explore some of these warnings to understand more of the timing of this judgement to come. His heart is always to give people the opportunity to repent and turn to Him, but there is a point at which even His generosity of heart says “enough”! Peter says it perfectly in his second epistle.
“This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour spoken by your apostles. Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:1-18.

The Creator of the Universe, Holy and Just in all His ways, waits for the perfect time to bring His justice to those who will not repent. Remember He knows even the thoughts of our hearts, so knows the intent of all who have lived. Simeon who prophesied of Jesus’ ministry to Mary who was to bear Him: Luke 2: 34,35; Ps 74:1-28; 
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed— and a sword will pierce even your own soul—to the end that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
At the final judgement no one will be able to point a finger at the Lord and say “that’s unfair”, and yet anyone, no matter how heinous his crime or sin, can sincerely turn to Him for pardon if they truly repent. That reveals the heart of the Father, and Jesus, His Son, who will be our judge. That heart perfectly reflected in “the parable of the Prodigal son”. (Luke 15:11-32)
The signs of Christ’s Second Coming: Matthew 24: 3-14
Even Jesus’ disciples recognised that all things must come to an end and asked Him privately when this might happen. Jesus was clear that some significant things would be taking place before the “end”.
“As He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered and said to them, “See to it that no one misleads you. “For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. “You will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because of My name. “At that time many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. “Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. “Because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. “But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. “This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come.”
These are the key things Jesus said in that passage:
It is possible for His people to be misled if they are not paying attention to the times and don’t rely on Him. There will be many who come and say “I am the Christ”. There is only One Christ and He has left His Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth and teach us all we need to know about what is to come. (John 16: 7-15)
You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but don’t be frightened, it must be so but that will not be the end.
Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom, and in various places famines and earthquakes. These are the beginning of “birth pangs”. The birth of something new is about to happen.
Then His people will be delivered into tribulation, some losing their lives and those associated with Jesus Christ will be hated by all nations. 
At that time many will fall away from Christ (apostacy), betray one another and hate one another. The desire for self-preservation may cause the hard hearts of some to be revealed as they turn away from the Lord to save their own lives. Clearly the opposite of the call on the disciples to love one another and even their enemy. (John 13:35). 
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

It also brings to mind the warning from Jesus to His disciples (Luke 9: 23-27):
“And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it. “For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits himself? “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. “But I say to you truthfully, there are some of those standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.”
False prophets will arise and lead many astray. All prophesy must be tested against the scriptures but also by whether what is said is in line with the character of our Lord, Holy and Righteous. Thos who truly rely on the Lord will know them by their fruit.
Lawlessness will increase, and most people’s love will grow cold. The effect of lawlessness is that it appeals to the worse of a person’s inner desires – hatred, selfishness and greed. As sin increases so the heart hardens and that leads to the absence of compassion, mercy and gentleness towards others – what is called “love” becomes cold, without emotions.
The call to endure to the end goes out to His people and their reward will be see the Lord. Peter encourages all Christians to understand that part of maturing as a believer is to learn to wait for God to act and this requires patience, forbearance and endurance, but it does have a reward in the end – an entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. (2 Peter 1:2-11).
“Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you”
The gospel of this Kingdom will be preached in all the world before the end comes. So typical of the Father, He wants His offer of salvation to be heard by everyone, giving everyone a chance to be saved, before the final judgement comes. 2 Peter 3:9-10.
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.….”
The “Day of the Lord” is coming: Isaiah 13:6-13; 24:1-6.
These passages link the future shaking to the prophesy back in Isaiah’s day. God was warning about a day of reckoning back then. Isaiah 13:6-13
“Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty. Therefore all hands will fall limp, And every man’s heart will melt. They will be terrified, Pains and anguish will take hold of them; They will writhe like a woman in labor, they will look at one another in astonishment, Their faces aflame. Behold, the day of the Lord is coming, Cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a desolation; And He will exterminate its sinners from it. For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light. Thus, I will punish the world for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end to the arrogance of the proud And abase the haughtiness of the ruthless. I will make mortal man scarcer than pure gold And mankind than the gold of Ophir. Therefore, I will make the heavens tremble, And the earth will be shaken from its place at the fury of the Lord of hosts In the day of His burning anger.”

In Isaiah 24: 1-6:
“Behold, the Lord lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants. And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the debtor. The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the Lord has spoken this word. The earth mourns and withers, the world fades and withers, the exalted of the people of the earth fade away. The earth is also polluted by its inhabitants, for they transgressed laws, violated statutes, broke the everlasting covenant. Therefore, a curse devours the earth, and those who live in it are held guilty. Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men are left.”

Not easy reading for certain but we can be sure of this – God will do what He has said. e has said.He said. 

Trials & Tribulations begin at the House of God first: 1 Peter 4:12-19
The Father is looking for a people, His Church, who are living Holy lives and properly prepared for the tribulation to come. 
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Make sure that none of you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian, he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name. For it is time for judgment to begin with the household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? AND IF IT IS WITH DIFFICULTY THAT THE RIGHTEOUS IS SAVED, WHAT WILL BECOME OF THE GODLESS MAN AND THE SINNER? Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.”

How many Christians, as I, have said with Paul: Philippians 3:8-11.
“More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead”
God takes you at your word and delights in such prayers, but we are not to be surprised or upset when He allows those same things as did test Christ and the Apostle Paul to test us. How can we know the Fellowship of His sufferings without it? He has been working on our characters from the beginning and it is a false belief that somehow because we believe we don’t also need to learn to be disciplined as a believer, to learn to listen and obey Him in the midst of life’s trials. It is when the trials hit us that we see what our faith is truly made of. God is not our heavenly butler who we can order to give us what we want when we want it. Such thinking is uncovered when we don’t get what we want in prayer or indeed in life. God seems to be “distant” or is “not answering”. 

If we truly believe what the scriptures teach us then He is the Sovereign Lord who has a perfect plan for this world to bring about His purposes. He does not need us to accomplish this but His plan takes us into account, so when we respond and obey He is not only delighted but also brings about that purpose, as small as it may be, through you. What trials are supposed to do is to drive us to Him for all we need to survive, for comfort in sorrow, for strength in weakness, for wisdom to make Godly decisions in uncertainty.

When you start to see the Church being tested as if by Fire, that is only what was promised in Malachi’s day:
THE END TIMES
The Things Pertaining To The End Of The Age.

"Jesus, who was taken from you into heaven, will come again in the same way that you saw him go"  
(Acts 1:11)

[bookmark: _Hlk123603955]Within the Scriptures there are many primary passages which can be treated as the "source document" on a particular topic which all other Scripture must be in harmony with.  Scripture cannot contradict itself. If there is an apparent contradiction then it is our understanding of Scripture which is at fault, not the accuracy or authority of the Word of God. The Scholars of Jesus’s day had the Scriptures. They were accurate about the life and ministry of Jesus, but their interpretation and understanding of them meant that their eyes were blinded to the truth they contained.

There were, however, some who understood such as Simeon and Anna, who were ready to take the baby Jesus in their arms and proclaim him to the world.  Simeon proclaimed, "With my own eyes I have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples.  A light to reveal your will to the Gentiles and bring glory to your people Israel".  God will never leave himself without a witness.

World events are moving at a lightning pace.  Secular and Church History has never been so dynamic and changing.  We must be ready and equipped for each phase as we walk forward with Him.
The Primary Eschatological Scriptures are as follows:
[bookmark: _Hlk123604076]From the teaching of Jesus
Matthew 24 and 25
Mark 13
Luke 17 and 21
The Book of the Revelation of John
 Daniel 7-12
From the teaching of Paul
1 Corinthians 15
1 Thessalonians 4 & 5
2 Thessalonians 2
From the teaching of Peter:	2 Peter 3
Whatever one's understanding of the end-times, there must be harmony between the primary Scripture sources. What Jesus said must not be made to be in disagreement with John in Revelation or at odds with Paul in his letter or with Daniel's prophecies.
There are many, many other prophetic references to the end-times in the Old and New Testaments, but one's understanding of all these must be in harmony with the primary texts.  Through the primary texts we can work out the broad spectrum of understanding that we all need to have.  Through the secondary texts we get many insights into different aspects of God's scenario for time that's yet to be.  For example, parts of Jeremiah 31 help us to understand the sequence of events described in Revelation 20 - not the other way round.



"The End-Times Scenario!"
1. A Brief World History from a Scriptural Viewpoint.
a. Creation of the heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1)
b. Creation of Man (Gen 1:26, 2:7 & 18)
c. The Fall - through which death became man's inheritance (Gen 3, 1 Cor 15: 21-22)
d. Years before Christ (Gen 3 to Matthew 1)
e. The Life, Ministry, Death and Resurrection of Jesus - through whom man could receive a new inheritance of Eternal Life (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John)
f. The Ascension of Jesus (Luke 24:51, Acts 1:6-11)
g. Pentecost (Acts 2)
h. The Church through History until now.
2. The Years of Mercy
a. God's Judgement of the Church (Revelation 2 & 3)
3. Signs of the End Times: (Matthew 24:4-8)
a. [bookmark: _Hlk123604777]Rise of the false Messiahs and Prophets
b. Wars and battles
c. Famines
d. Great deceptions (Matthew 24:11, 2 Thess 2:10, Rev 19-20)
e. The rise of the Beast and the False Prophet and the reign of the Anti-Christ
f. Persecution of Believers
g. [bookmark: _Hlk123604842]The Great Falling Away (Matthew 24:10, 2 Thess. 2:3)
h. Preaching the Gospel of the Kingdom to every nation.  (Matthew 24:14)
i. [bookmark: _Hlk123605108][bookmark: _Hlk123605144]Jesus comes again (Matthew 24:14, Acts 1:11, Rev 19: 11-18)
j. The Beast and the False Prophet thrown into the lake of fire (Rev 19: 20)
4. Satan is bound and thrown into the Abyss for 1000 years.  (Rev 19:20)
5. Resurrection of those who died in the persecution but did not take the mark - the first resurrection. (Daniel 12:2, Rev. 20:4)
6. The Millennium in which the Resurrected ones reign with Jesus for 1000 years. 
(Daniel 12:3, Jer 31:23-40, Rev 20:4)
7. Satan unloosed once more to deceive the nations (Rev 20: 7-8)
a. The Awful Horror set up in Jerusalem (Daniel 9:27, 12:11, Matthew 24:15)
b. Satan gathers his forces around Jerusalem for the final battle in which he expects to be victorious over Jesus (Rev 20: 9-10)
c. Astronomical events followed by the Sign of the Son of Man in the Sky. 
(Matthew 24: 29-30)
8. The Son of Man comes in power and great glory  (Matthew 24:30)
a. [bookmark: _Hlk123605274]Fire comes down from heaven in the final Battle of Armageddon.  The armies gathered around Jerusalem are destroyed.  (Rev 20:9)
b. The Devil is thrown into the lake of fire (Hell) to join the Beast and the False Prophet (Rev 20:10)
9. The Last (Great) Trumpet will sound (Matthew 24:31, 1 Cor 15: 51-52), the dead in Christ will rise first - the second resurrection, (1 Thess 4:16, Rev 20:12-13); the angels will gather God's chosen people from the four corners of the earth. (Matthew 24:31)
10. The rapture will take place as the living are "changed" (from having mortal bodies to having immortal spiritual bodies - 1 Cor 15:44 & 52) and will meet with the resurrected dead in the air. (1 Thess. 4:17)
11. The Books are opened.  (Rev 21:12, Luke 10:20)
a. The separation of the "sheep and the goats" - the sheep (the righteous) being destined for eternity in heaven and the goats (the unrighteous) to eternity with Satan in Hell.  (Ezekiel 34: 17-31, Matthew 24: 31-33)
b. The Judgement takes place before the Great White Throne.  
(Matthew 25: 31-46, 1 Cor 3: 11-15, Rev 20: 11-13)
c. Death and the world of the dead are thrown into the lake of fire 	
(1 Cor 15:26, Rev 20:14)
d. The unrighteous are thrown into the lake of fire. 
(Daniel 12:2, Matthew 25:41, Rev 20:15, Rev 21:8)
12. Destruction of the first heaven and the first earth.  (Rev 21:1)
13. The New Heaven and the New Earth appear.  (Rev 21:1)
a. The Holy City, the New Jerusalem descends from heaven, prepared as a Bride for her Husband.  (Rev 21:3-4)
b. Jesus takes his bride, the Church, into the Holy City (Rev 21 & 22) where His servants will worship God and the Lamb, and reign with Him for ever and ever (Rev 22:4-5). Marriage Supper of the Lamb. (Rev 19:6-9)

The overwhelming message to those who are waiting for these End Times to finally come to pass is prepare yourselves and make sure you are close to the Father, continue to serve Him and be ready!


There are many other useful bible studies and helps on our website: https://joinbmc/.info  
Note: currently or website is in “build” stage but if you reach out to me on simon.robertson@thefathersheart.world I will let you know as soon as it is launched.


If any of the above worries you then feel free to contact me.

Mail: simon.robertson@thefathersheart.world
Mobile: +44(0) 7984 996675.
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